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FLORENCE AYSCOUGH
A Chinese Ridge-Pole

ALL of which brings me back to the fact that the
26th day of the 6th Moon in the JSn Hsu, Great
Attack, Year has been chosen as the correct
moment to Raise the Ridge-pole of my Grass Hut.
This is the most important ceremony in connec-
tion with construction and must be correctly
performed.

Chinese houses are built upon the same principle
as our reinforced concrete buildings, that is, the
framework which supports the roof is first placed
in position and the walls are filled in afterwards.
The framework, which in China is of wood, must
first be carefully prepared and mortised together,
so the Ridge-pole cannot be raised until some little
time after the foundations are pounded in. As
a rule, no nails are used in the construction of a
Chinese house, and those required to nail down
the non-Chinese floor boards we intend to have,
are an extra item in the contract. In China, the
rich use a paving of tiles or fine stone, and the
poor are content with Mother Earth for their
flooring. The woodwork takes some time to make
ready, as in Kiangsu the transverse beams of the
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